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SUBJ: BORDER PROBLEMS CONTINUE 

REF: PORT MORESBY 0681 

1. CONSIDERABLE CONFUSION EXISTS OVER WHAT IS HAPPENING IN 
PNG/INDONESIAN BORDER AREAS. GPNG SOURCES HAVE BECOME 
VERY RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS BORDER MATTERS, AND WE UNDERSTAND 
THEY HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED BY POREIGN MINISTER TO STOP TALKING. 

2. A SECOND CROSSING OF IRIANESE REFUGEES (ABOUT 200) INTO 
WESTERN PROVINCE NEAR VILLAGE OF SUKI BRINGING TOTAL TO 
700 IS REPORTED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE. GPNG IS APPARENTLY 
TRYING TO GET THEM TO RETURN TO IRIAN JAYA, OR AT LEAST 
MOVE OUT OP CAMPS AROUND SUKI INTO PNG BUSH. UNDP RESREP 
UNWIN (UK SUBJECT) HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN INSTRUCTED BY UN HIGH 
COMMISSIONER POR REFUGEES IN GENEVA TO GET IN TOUCH WITH 
REFUGEES. HE CHARTERED SMALL PLANE IN 

ATTEMPT TO DO SO, BUT WAS REFUSED PERMISSION TO LAND AT 
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SUKI. HE IS MAKING ANOTHER ATTEMPT TODAY. PRESS HAS 
ALSO BEEN REPUSED PERMISSION TO SEE REFUGEES. 

3. PAUL LANGRO, MP FROM BORDER AREA AND DEPUTY LEADER 
OP OPPOSITION, AND KNOWN SYMPATHIZER OP IRIANESE CAUSE, 

HAS CALLED UPON GPNG TO LET REFUGEES STAY IN PNG. ALSO 
CALLED POR UN HIGH COMMISSIONER POR REFUGEES TO WORK 
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WITH GPNG ON THIS PROBLEM. HIS APPEAL WILL BE POLITICALLY 
POPULAR IN HIS DISTRICT. 

4. PRESS REPROTED THAT INDONESIAN TROOPS CROSSED BORDER 
IN TO PNG LAST WEEK LOOKING EOR IRIANESE FREEDOM EIGHTERS, 

AND SHOT AND KILLED PNG CITIZEN ON PNG SOIL DURING CHASE. 
ACCORDING TO DON HOOK, AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING COMMISSION 
REP IN PORT MORESBY, DEAD MAN WAS ACTIVE IN IRIANESE 
PROTEST ACTIVITIES. 

5. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND PRIME MINISTER SOMARE HAD 

NOT BEEN KEPT INFORMED ABOUT THESE DEVELOPMENTS, AND WHEN 
HE RETURNED TO PORT MORESBY EROM A CAMPAIGN TRIP HE FOUND 
A LACK OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE BORDER PROBLEMS, 

CONFLICTING STATEMENTS EROM VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT, AND NO ONE IN CHARGE. PM WAS SCHEDULED TO 
HAVE PRESS CONFERENCE TUESDAY, BUT HAS POSTPONED IT 
UNTIL WEDNESDAY, PRESUMABLY TO GIVE HIM TIME ENOUGH TOEIND 
OUT WHAT IS HAPPENING. IT IS UNEORTUNATE THAT SOMARE HAS TO 
LEAVE ON FRIDAY TO ATTEND COMMONWEALTH RPIME MINISTERS 
CONFERENCE IN LONDON, AS HE IS NEEDED IN PORT MORESBY. 

FONMIN KIKI WILL BE HANDLING PROBLEM IN SOMARE'S ABSENCE, AND 
POSITIONS HE MAY EEEL OBLIGED TO TAKE COULD HURT HIS CAMPAIGN 
FOR REFLECTION. 

6. GPNG IS IN AWKWARD POSITION. IT HAS BEEN PRIVATELY CRITICAL 

OF INDONESIANS FOR HANDLING OF IRIANESE PROBLEMS, BUT IS LEAVING 
ITSELE OPEN FOR CRITICISM BY TRYING TO PERSUADE IRIANESE 
REEUGEES TO RETURN, AND ESPECIALLY EOR DENYING REPRESENTATIVE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PORT M 00688 010532Z 

OF UN HIGH COMMISSIONER REEUGEES THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THEM. 
OLMSTED 
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